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t was Halloween on the 
planet Krypton— although 
no one knew and no one 
had ever called it that. 


VOUR FORBIPPEN ^ 
r EXPERIMENTS IN 1 
SUSPENSES ANIMATION 
UNLEASHES THE HORROR 
OF LIVING PEATN 
UPON OUR j 
V PEOPLE. A 



iBm ' / / 

|7 / 

f / i 


But if Halloween is the night 1 
when the door between the 
8N: seen and the unseen worlds j 
opens wide... 



















WHAT'S 

HAPPENING? 


> mv > 

CANT I FEEL 
ANYTHING? 


WHY CANT 
I GEE?.' 


I CANT 
HEAP.' 



ISNT 

ANYONE 

THERE? 


WONT 
SOMEONE 
TALK TO 
ME? 


wenty years later, on the 
day of Doctor Xa-Du’s 
first parole hearing, the 
planet Krypton exploded. 


|\ jL 

MTSr ^ 














( ...I HEARP 
\$ON\ ETHING. 

f \ ?EPLAV < 
AMBIENT NOISE \ 
FROM THE LAST 
THIRTY ) 

v seconps. A 


t was Halloween in the 
Fortress of Solitude. 




you \ w arw 

BEEN { - „ . 

JUPGEP, I 1 

KAL-EU JIIPGBP 

i 1 -T * FROM 

C &BYONP TUB 
\ GRAVB' 


Dedicated to the great Ray Bradbury 









He’d retrieved the 
apparatus from Kandor 
a year previously but 
so far had only guessed 
at its function. 


i OW 


othing but the circuit-buzz 
of cryptic technology 
from a gone world. 


The paw prints of 
a gigantic hound. 


The last thing 
Superman expected 
to find was a crack, 
across the screen— 
and stranger still... 


Prints. 







BEHINP 

/ME. 


i«m/e 

you/ 







u THEY u 
CALLEP ME 
URSA THE 
SHE-PEY/L.'t 


J ANP THE I 
SON OF JOR-EL 
HAS TAKEN 
HA- Pll’S PLACE 
. W THE BITTER 
\ voipr 


U r/tl U. 
JAR-UR, mo 
MURPEREP 
\THE MOON' r 


^ VAK-OR, u 
MASTER OF 
)MONSTERS!r 


J I'M AK-VAR, J 
THE WRONGLY 
ACCUSER.' c 


’ RAS-KROM ! 
BREAK MY 
r . CHAINS' , 


KNEEL! 


1 KNBBL ' 
BBFORB 


rm in 

THE PHANTOM 
ZONE. 


NON 


BAP 


OUTCOME. 


HATE 


ALL! A 






TO FEEL 
AGAIN/ 


TO LIVE 
AGAIN/ 


OH, 

HOW I’VE 
WAITEP.' 


So that even the sight of the 
proud people of Kandor, 
frozen in their bottle, reduced 
to microscopic memorabilia— 


«* tiny \ 

KRYPTONIANS, 

IN A FORM OF 
SUSPENPEP 
ANIMATION THAT'S 
S NEW TO MF. > 


—even these pitiful 
survivors aroused only 
Xa-Du’s contempt. 


VULNERABLE 
TO THE LIVING 
. PEATH. 


His blue-hot 
lust for cruelty 
and command. 


I'LL MAKE 
SLAVES or 
THESE FIRST. 


• I'LL MAKE 1 
AN ARMY OF 
SUPER-ZOMBIES 
TO BRING THIS 
. WORLD TO ITS 
V KNEES. 


xperiments on the 
boundary of Life and 
Death had taught Xa-Du 
scorn for the living. 


Xa-Du ignored the 
distant accusations of 
betrayal, those voices 
heard in another room. 


They were drowned 
out by an urgent buzz 
that drew the ghost king 
to a further chamber... 







nd there, in the light of 
ten thousand different 
screens, Xa-Du saw— 


' -tsunami ' 

WAVES H/TT/NO 
. MAUBU- . 


M'AIDEZ, 
SUPERMAN. f 


;c nriisii^iri 53 lSe 

3 net: 

C i ffl fdi Ifi TS&hgirB 


ill 

if 


Hi 


SP5*,I 

rn IJ H - 

1W 

f« 



ANP 

your 


KRYPTON ' 
IS PEAP 
ANP XA-PU 
\ itvEsr 


A WHOLE 
WORLP. 


A WORLD 
OF PEOPLE 
MADE OF 
BRITTLE 
GLASS AND 
SPLINTERS. 



J LET ME OUT;- 
I'LL RAZE ANP 
n WRECK.' rv 


J YOU R { - 
FATHER 
-.WAS A r 


u LOVE u 
YOU, LITTLE 
-) KAL-EL-n 


MOTHER 
-.WAS A 


^ TO ^ 

PEATH' 


'HATE*- 

NEVER 

.piEG'r 


KRYPTO! 


r wgc, 

REACHING \ 
THROUGH 
THE ZONE / 
PORTAL/ /J 

P THAT'S^ 
\ IMPOSSIBLE. 


PONT/ 


— ^ / ONLY 
/ A AOG?- 

■ 4 A GHOST 

^COULP POG- , 

a r — 

GHOST 

WHISTLE-/ . 


AY/AYf 


AWAY/ 


SET 

AWAY! 


i n a world without form or 
color, the Superman had 
only memories to work with. 


And the brave 
white dog who 
fell through a 
r \ white door to 
^ a white room 
/ without walls. 


lored, 


Primary-colored, 
crayon-bright, 
proto- 
recollections of 
the very last hours 
of planet Krypton. 


r -\ 








NGGH' 


THAT 

SOUND/ 


...GEE 

YOU? 


f YOU CAN 
\ GEE ME. 

go mv\ 
CAN'T I... ) 


e should have known the 
dog was never far away. 



STRANGER 

HERE, 

SUPERMAN. 


IMPRISONED, 
LIRE VOU, IN 
BODILESS 
. UMBO. . 


HAUNTING, 

_ VOU SAV? . 


^RRVPTON. 

IRONICALLY 
THESE DISEMBODIED' 
CONVICTS SURVIVED 
. RRVPTON'S 
X DESTRUCTION. ^ 


I NAS CALLED 
TO A HAUNTING IN 
METROPOLIS. 


r TRAPPED HERE- ' 
ENSNARED BV SOME 
RIND OF ECTO- 
TECHNOLOGV I'VE 
NEVER ENCOUNTERED 
^ BEFORE. S 


r VOICES HERE ^ 
RECORDED IN AN 
EMPTV ROOM- 
SPEAKING NO EARTHLV 
v LANGUAGE. 


THIS PHANTOM ZONE 
ms USED AS A PRISON 
\ BV THE PEOPLE OF MV 


R VOICES OF X I 
SCIENTISTS, \ I 
MANIACS, SHOSTS I 
OF A DEAD ) I 
v PLANET. 

7 BOASTING ^ 
/ HOW FOUND 

/) (W/ TO INVADE 
l AND CONQUER THE 
\ WORLD OF THE 

V i/w/ws ^ 


IRONV IS ANOTHER 


NAME FOR "GOD, " SUPERMAN. 


CONVICTS, 
VOU SAV. 


r INCASE VOUV ' 
FORGOTTEN, IVE 
BEENDB- 
MATERIALIZED, 
^ STRANGER. * 


' I CALL 
THEM VENGEFUL 
. GHOSTS. 


T BUT ' 

IFXA-DU 

COULD GET 
OUT OF 
< HERE- J 


' ONLV VOU 
CAN STOP 
XA-DU, THEIR 
, ENVOV.' * 


R NO ONE ^ 
ELSE CAN STAND 
AGAINST A 
RRVPTON NATIVE 
WITH VOUR SUPER- 
V POWERS. ^ 


-THEN 
SO CAN 
I. 


ut Superman could hear, far off in the mortal 


won 


the grinding of immense, weighted doors.. 




/ THIS \ 
ENABLES MB \ 
TO MAKE MV 
OWN BSC ftP E, 

\but vou~y 

/ THERES\ 
( ONLY ONE 
l WAV TO STOP 
\XA-PU NOlft Cy 

./ CLOTHES'! 

/ MAKE TUB \ 

\ MAN, THEY ) 
\ SAY. 


AHHHH 


X HE WAS ^ 
MY FATHER'S 
POS--HE ALWAYS 
HATEP HIS 
K COLLAR. J 


WHAT ABOUT~ HE ACTS ~ 
KRVPTO? AS if HE CAN 
|l SEE ME. , 


/ HE SMELLS ' 
vou-rrs how 

HE FOUNP YOU 
ACROSS LtGHT- 
\ YEARS. y 


r XA-PU REL/ES \ 
ON AN ECTO-SU/T 
POWEREP BY PURE 
CONSCIOUS- . 

^ ness, y 


r CONS/PBR \ 

THIS A BATTLE \ J 
OF SPIRITS, OF M 
ABSOLUTE M 
S. WILL. 

^SE/ZE CONTROL ™ 
I OF THE ECTO-SUIT, 
| OPEN THE PORTAL, 
ANP BE REAPY TO 
\ CROSS OVER 
V WHEN YOU PO. A 


T HE \ \ 

PROMISEP TO\ 

PROTECT )\ 

V MB. J J 

z' I WONT 
_ J JUST LEAVE 
~ V him here. . 


YOU SAY . ) 

~~y I'LL F/NPA' 
WAY TO SET 
\ HIM OUT. , 


' YOU CAN ' 
ONLY OPEN 
THE PORTAL 
ONCE ANP 
FOR YOU./ 


A, 


nd he knew that 
time, as ever, was 
in short supply. 


THIS 

WORLD. 


so 

WEAK 


SO 


VULNERABLE 


BUT N 
THE OTHERS 
FOLLOWER 
THE POS TO 
YOU. , 


THERE'S 
SOMETHINS 
A80UT HIS 

COLLAR... 


A FOOLISH MAN WHO 


WALKS AN ENPLESS 
ROAP; A MAN WHO 
TOOK THE SILVER 
ANP BETRAVEP 
\ THE SOLP. ^ 


' NOWI ' 
TRY TO PUT 
TH/NSS 
. RISHT. . 


F YOU MUST ” 
SO, SUPERMAN- 
XA-PU IS INSANE 
ANP THE WORLP IS 
. ILL-PREP AREP. . 


^ WHO ' 
YOU, 

STRANSER? 





NUUHH.' 


hat force could 


PULUNG 


n Simply the force of a 
” conviction so strong it 
scarcely matters 
y whether or not it’s true. 


move a monster 


i^wl /v'iP 

^ ME/ ) 

from its path? 


' 1 WHAT S 

\ \ force ?) 




\lBy k — *** 






SOMETHING 

PULLING/ 


77 PT7 

Xa-Du was seized, 
gripped, by a sudden 
belief that somehow, 
inevitably, the best in 
us will triumph over 
the worst. 


That in the 
end, against 
all the odds. 







F ' 1/OU'RS m 
CONTROLLING \ 

THE SUIT IN rue i 
MATERIAL 

L. WORLD! WE'LL HOLT 

■ , ' /( „Z^ OFF THE 

Hf U&& ITi OTHSRS f 

I { SUPERMAN' r Z 1 


~t r- i> 

ZWt-igf/ \\ 

ig must... w&l-r' 

^F?Pj ^ ^ Titir^ - ’ ia I 

T REACH...) 

11 


- or* Va \ 





And so the ghost dog 
waited and waited— long 
after even the Stranger 
had gone. 






KLrypto waited and waited for 
what felt like a thousand 
years— for Kal-El, his Kal-El, 
had promised he would return. 





















SOME 

THINGS ARE 
THE SAME 
NO MATTER 
WHERE VOU 
GO. 


IT POESNT 
MUCH MATTER 
WHATCITV 
VOURE IN- 


HELIX ( 
INTERWEAVING 97% 
COMPLETE. 


-OR WHETHER 
THE SUNLIGHT 
ON VOUR FACE 
IS VELLOW, 
ORANGE OR 
REP. 


' THE N 
l/KPRINTEP 
STRANP WILL 
CREATE AN 
UNBREAKABLE 
, BONP. . 


HELIX 

INTERWEAVING 

COMPLETE. 


WE SHALL 
KNOW IN A 
MOMENT, 
v PEAR. • 



f 

f Y 


' _ ] 

' ' --S'.l 





-OR WHAT 
VEAR ms- 






ONCE UPON 
ft TIME... 


Kfififif 


..THERE NftS 
ft BOV ft NO 
HIS POG. 


*- 5H0LLM FISCH Ulriter BRAD WALKER Penciller l_1i — 

ADDREW HEnnESS*. Inker JAM DRUID RRIT105 Colorist PATRICK 6R05SERU letterer 
^ F— 71. it moss Associate Editor mRTT IDELSOn Editor j —ys 

\ M;/J superman created bij JERRM SIEGEL 6 JOE SHUSTER 




FROM THE START, 
THE BOV AND THE 
DOG MERE BEST 
FRIENPS. 


CONFIDANTS. 


THICK AS 
THIEVES. 


WHENEVER 
THE TWO WERE 
SEPARATED- 


-THE POG WOULD WAIT 
FAITHFULLV FOR THE 
BOV'S RETURN, HIS 
NOSE PRESSED UP 
AGAINST THE GLASS. 




PARTNERS 


IN CRIME. 

Mr t i 

t j J 







STILL, 

WHEREVER THE 
BOV WOULO 60- 


-THE 
FAITHFUL 
006 WOULO 
FOLLOW. 



WHEN THE BOV 
WAS FEELING LOW- 





WHEN THE 
BOY WENT OFF 
EXPLORING - 




■k 






AS THE BOV 
SKEW, EMBARKING 
ON THE ADVENTURES 
BOVS HAVE- 


u'.ar 


-DOING 
HIS BEST- 


-TO PROTECT 
THE BOV FROM 
HARM. 


■ r 


m I 

I 



VET, IF THE DOS 
COULD TALK, HE'D 
TELL VOU THAT, 
LATE AT N/SHT— 



-WHEN 
ALL WAS 
STILL— 


-AND THE WALLS 
BETWEEN WORLDS 
WERE AT THEIR 
TH/NNEST- 


f/IIIIH//A 


-THAT WAS 
THE TIME THE 
DOS LOVED 
THE BEST. 
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“Maniacally brilliant ” 

- THE NEWYORKTIMES 

GRANT 

MORRISON 

with FRANK QUITELY 

Two of the comics industry’s top creative talents, 
writer Grant Morrison and artist Frank Quitely, 
redefine the Man of Steel for a new generation. 

“A stirringly mythic, emotionally resonant, and 
gloriously alternative take on the Man of Steel.” 
- ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

“Taking the Man of Steel back to his roots 
and into the future at the same time, 
ALL-STAR SUPERMAN is exciting, bold and 
supercool. ..all the makings of a classic.” 

-VARIETY 

“The most enjoyable incarnation of Superman 
in almost 30 years...” 

-THE ONION 

“Quitely’s finely detailed art style and 
Morrison’s sensationally cerebral and witty 
storytelling have taken this simple 
re-imagining of Superman’s life and 
made it a must-read series.” 
-METRO TORONTO 
Best Ongoing Comic Book Series of 2006 



"A stirringly mythic, emotionally icion.nl . 
in; tflora.vy Alternative take on the 
Mar si Steel." 

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 



BATMAN: GOTHIC 


BATMAN: 
ARKHAM ASYLUM 


SEVEN SOLDIERS 
VOLS. I -2 



with 

KLAUS JANSON 


with 

DAVE McKEAN 

Suggested for Mature Readers 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


Use the BUY IN PRINT feature to find a comics shop near you. 
Check back here every week for NEW DIGITAL RELEASES! 
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